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1THE COLORADO CHAUTAUQUA 

Join us on our incredible journey as we transform the
historic Chautauqua Auditorium into a year-round

space that inspires, engages, and connects people
from around the world.

With your support, this once in a generation project will
position the Auditorium as a year-round cultural hub

ideal for hosting one of the world’s most influential arts
events - the Sundance Film Festival.

MAKE
HISTORY
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Winterizing the Auditorium will allow Sundance to host screenings,
panel discussions, and live events that blend the magic of film with
the intimacy and warmth of Chautauqua’s setting. Other local arts
organizations will also benefit from additional year-round venue
space, which is limited in Boulder.

. Together, we can:

Foster dialogue and connection among filmmakers, artists, and
audiences in an unparalleled setting - the Festival Village at
Chautauqua.

Elevate Boulder on the global arts map while boosting local
economic activity.

Provide year-round cultural programming, expanding Boulder’s
capacity for performing arts and cultural events. 

A 
PARTNERSHIP
FOR THE AGES
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With the Sundance Film Festival debuting in January 2027, designers, architects, engineers, and builders are
transforming the space to stay warm and welcoming all winter, making it possible to gather here year-round.
Geothermal heating and carefully integrated insulated panels will keep audiences comfortable in every season
while preserving the open-air feeling that has defined summer at Chautauqua for generations.

FROM SEASONAL TO
YEAR-ROUND



THE
TIMELINE
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Construction will be completed in two phases

Phase I:   October 2025 - June 2026
Phase II:  October 2026 - December 2026

Beginning in 2027, the Auditorium will be open year-round, adding over 200 days of community programming
potential each year, including the Sundance Film Festival in January. 

Closed For The Winter

Construction / Renovation Construction / Renovation

Construction / RenovationSummer Season of Concerts & Events

Summer Season of Concerts & Events

Year-Round Concerts & EventsSundance

Year-Round Concerts & EventsSundance
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Chautauqua’s $11.5 million investment will preserve and protect the
Chautauqua Auditorium, Boulder’s crown jewel, for generations to come.

The project includes:

State-of-the-art nitrogen-based fire suppression system

Structural reinforcement of historic building elements, including
columns and trusses

Insulated fabric shell, lining interior walls

Radiant heating system powered by geothermal energy to ensure
winter comfort

Industrial generator with both single and three phase capabilities

Acoustic and lighting upgrades to meet the technical requirements of
high-profile film screenings

Adjoining tent structure for taking tickets, events, etc.

Accessibility enhancements so that all audiences can share in the
experience

THE
INVESTMENT

THE COLORADO CHAUTAUQUA 



THE BRAND
OPPORTUNITY
Chautauqua is creating a once in a lifetime opportunity for brands aligned with our mission to join us in
preserving our historic Auditorium and welcoming Sundance to Chautauqua.

Select partners will be invited to leverage Chautauqua and Sundance through Festival venue
naming rights, brand visibility programs, on-site activations, media exposure and  opportunities for
VIP events and access during the Festival and throughout the year. 

6



7THE COLORADO CHAUTAUQUA

The Chautauqua community has an opportunity to bring this dream to life. We invite you to join us as one of the
visionary leaders who will be forever etched in Colorado Chautauqua history and celebrated by generations to
come.

Your generosity will help us create a new chapter in Chautauqua’s legacy of innovation. Together, we can keep the
lights on all winter—and the story telling happening all year long.

The campaign continues. 

ONWARD



CONTACT
CHAUTAUQUA

Shelly Benford
Chief Executive Officer
303-952-1617
shelly.benford@chautauqua.com
www.chautauqua.com

Please contact us for further information, including details about donor benefits and naming opportunities.

Debbie Stewart
Chief Development Officer
303-952-1607
debbie.stewart@chautauqua.com
www.chautauqua.com
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